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Dedication of a Tablet Marking the Site at 

Decatur, Illinois, of the Old Wigwam 

in which the Illinois State 

Republican Convention of 1860 

was held. 



Dedication of the handsome bronze tablet marking the site 
of the famous "wigwam" convention at which Abraham Lin- 
coln's name was first mentioned for president of the United 
States, took place Thursday afternoon, June 3, 1915, The 
exercises were conducted on North State street, Decatur, Illi- 
nois, in the rear of the Millikin building, where the tablet had 
been placed. Stephen Decatur Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Eevolution was in charge. 

Seated on a platform facing the tablet were members of 
the G. A. E., D. A. R., and St. John's choristers. In a promi- 
nent place was Mrs. Jane M. Johns, whose history of Lincoln 
had much to do with Mrs. George Haworth's starting a move- 
ment to mark the site. Mrs. A. T. Summers, Regent of the 
Stephen Decatur chapter D. A. R., was in charge of the cere- 
monies and briefly stated that it was fitting that the site of the 
historic wigwam should be marked. 

St. John's choristers opened the exercises, chanting an in- 
vocation. 

OWEN SCOTT SPEAKEK. 

Owen Scott gave the principal address of the afternoon, and 
spoke of the great leaders that had been developed in great 
crises iii the affair of the world. He spoke of Washington as 
a leader in the Revolution; Jefferson, who formulated the 
human rights and liberties as set forth in the Declaration of 
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Independence and of Hamilton who promulgated a fiscal 
system. 

He followed in a brief way the history of the United States 
up to and including the struggle of Lincoln and Douglas in 
slavery times. 

' 'It was here," said Mr. Scott, "in this street, where the first 
organized movement toward Lincoln's nomination was made. 
The Republican state convention met in Decatur on May 9 
and 10, 1860. The wigwam stood in State street, where we 
are now congregated. The tablet to be unveiled here is to 
commemorate the beginning of a movement that has profound- 
ly influenced the whole world. Judge Joseph Gillespie pre- 
sided over the great gathering here assembled. 

FAMOUS MEN ATTENDED. 

"Men of nation-wide fame in the succeeding years were 
present. Among these Richard J. Oglesby, then a citizen of 
Decatur, afterward, three times governor of Illinois and 
United States senator, was one of the active participants. 
One historian says he presided over the convention, but the 
best authorities say that Judge Joseph Gillespie was the chair- 
man. 

"John M. Palmer was present. He was governor and 
United States senator and a gallant general in the war. 
Joseph Medill, Stephen T. Logan, "Long John" Wentworth, 
Stephen A. Hurlbut, Owen Lovejoy and many others, after- 
wards of state and national reputation, were in the convention. 

"Governor Oglesby informed the people that a distinguished 
citizen of Illinois was in the meeting and asked that he be 
brought to the platform. C. M. Imboden remembers that Lin- 
coln was found in the rear of the assembly, "hunkered down 
sitting on his heels.' ' The announcement of his presence 
created such a storm of enthusiasm that it was impossible to 
push him through the crowd. Stalwart men literally took hold 
of the six-footer and lifted him over the heads of the people on 
to the platform. 

"It was during the deliberations pertaining to his endorse- 
ment for the presidency, that the celebrated rails were brought 
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upon the stage. At an opportune moment, 'Old John Hanks,' 
as he was called, and a Mr. Robinson crowded on the platform 
with two fence rails from the Sangamon bottoms, near Deca- 
tur, bearing a banner with these words: 'Abraham Lincoln, 
the rail-splitter candidate for president in I860.' Two rails 
from a lot of 3,000 made in 1830 by John Hanks and Abe Lin- 
coln. Of these Mr. Lincoln said, 'The rails look familiar but 
I don't know whether I made them or not, but I do know that 
I made some about as good." 

"These rails were taken from the place where the Lincoln 
family lived a few miles southwest of this city. The spot 
where the log cabin stood is marked by an immense boulder 
with suitable inscription, placed there by Stephen Decatur 
chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution. 

Governor Oglesby presented Lincoln as the candidate of 
Illinois for the presidency. He was unanimously endorsed 
amid unbounded enthusiasm. The National Republican con- 
vention soon met in Chicago following the one at Decatur. 
Richard J. Oglesby and W. J.Usrey of this county were chosen 
as delegates. In this now celebrated convention was Richard 
Yates who was nominated and elected governor of Illinois. 
Major F. L. Hays remembers him as a superb specimen of 
manhood, attracting attention wherever he went. Governor 
Yates was known throughout the nation as the great war gov- 
ernor. He supported President Lincoln with much ability and 
enthusiasm. 

"Truly Decatur and Macon County are a historic place. 
Within a few hundred feet of where we now stand will be 
found another tablet recently placed by the Woman's Relief 
Corps to commemorate the formation of the greatest fraternal 
military organization of all time, the Grand Army of the Re- 
public. This band of men who fought under the mighty 
leader of the time have wielded a vast influence during the 
half -century since its inception here, April 6, 1866." 

Following the singing of "Illinois" by the choir, Rev. W. H. 
Penhallegon spoke briefly and the tablet was unveiled. He 
urged that the children be told the story of Lincoln and 
brought to see the tablet. He suggested that the school chil- 



153 

dren on each anniversary of the convention, be brought to the 
site to commemorate Lincoln's name. 

He praised the spirit of Mrs. Haworth in her work to secure 
the tablet, also the generosity of Orville Gorin and the im- 
portant facts given by Mrs. Johns and C. A. Lnboden. The 
unveiling exercises were closed with the singing of the "Stat 
Spangled Banner." 



